
The Relocation.com 
Checklist for Your Move
This is not intended as a comprehensive checklist of tasks for your move; look for that in the Moving Guide 
on Relocation.com. Rather, just print it out and keep it in a highly visible place over the next couple months 
to serve as an occasional reminder of the big things you must accomplish before your move.

1. Find a moving company to handle your move
Ask for referrals, or get a free quote from Relocation.com

After an initial screen, have at least 3 companies give you in-home estimates

Do a background check: check registration, insurance, and Better Business Bureau records

Choose your moving company

2. Tell the family about the move
Be ready for anxiety if moving with children

Involve your family members in the moving process

If practical, consider a visit to your new hometown

Make arrangements for getting the family to the new home

3. If you're packing yourself, set a packing plan
Set aside a room in your house as 'packing central'

Buy moving boxes and packing material

Start getting rid of stuff you don't need

Identify in what order you'll tackle the rooms to be packed

Identify a color code for the boxes to help the movers put them in the right rooms in 
your new home

Identify items you will bring with you and not with the movers, like high-value items and 
valuable paperwork

Get a head start by packing nonessential things first

4. Get your paperwork in order
Transfer medical and school records

Investigate new homeowners and auto insurance policies

Forward your mail

Set up utilities at the new home

5. Moving with pets
Take care of any upcoming shots schedules

Arrange transport, including purchase of any animal carriers

Keep to a routine as much as possible as you approach moving day
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Questions to Ask When Movers Call
You've requested a quote, and movers are calling. Here's a worksheet for you to track their information, and 
also determine which ones you'd like to have come pay you for a visit for an in-home assessment. 
The answer to these questions is not as important as the WAY they're answered – is the mover forthright 
with all the answers? Do they seem to really CARE about getting your business?

Moving Company Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Contact Person:

How many moves a year?

A member of AMSA?

Do you own your own trucks or contract out?
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Questions to Ask During the In-Home Estimate
Moving Company Name #1:
Sales Rep Name:

How long have you been giving moving estimates?

How long has your company been around?

What pricing options or types of estimates do you offer? 

What is my delivery schedule?

Do you do any repeat work for businesses in the area?

How will you handle (�ll in the blank with hard-to-move/valuable item)?

MOVING COMPANY #1 ESTIMATE: 

Moving Company Name #2:
Sales Rep Name:

How long have you been giving moving estimates?

How long has your company been around?

What pricing options or types of estimates do you offer? 

What is my delivery schedule?

Do you do any repeat work for businesses in the area?

How will you handle (�ll in the blank with hard-to-move/valuable item)?

MOVING COMPANY #2 ESTIMATE: 

Moving Company Name #3:
Sales Rep Name:

How long have you been giving moving estimates?

How long has your company been around?

What pricing options or types of estimates do you offer? 

What is my delivery schedule?

Do you do any repeat work for businesses in the area?

How will you handle (�ll in the blank with hard-to-move/valuable item)?

MOVING COMPANY #3 ESTIMATE: 

FINAL QUESTIONS
Which salespeople seemed the most knowledgeable?

Which mover seemed most forthcoming with information?

Which mover made you the most comfortable?

MY CHOICE IS:
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Questions to Ask Your Mover: An Explanation
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1. How long have you been giving moving estimates? 
You want someone who has been doing this for awhile.  Experience counts for a lot.  Ask the salesperson 
about their background.  Were they a driver or did they work in some other aspect of the moving process 
before being an estimator?  The more experience the individual has, the more comfortable you will be 
that you are getting a true estimate. Let’s be frank: Most salespeople love to talk, so if they are unwilling 
to discuss their experience, take that as a red flag.

2. How long has your company been around? 
If the moving company has been in business for some time, it is usually a good sign they are doing 
something right and have been providing good service to their customers. You should not base your 
decision on the time in business alone, but it is a good insight. 

3. What pricing options or types of estimates do you offer? 
You can learn a lot about the moving company representative – as well as the moving company – by how 
knowledgeable he or she seems, and how willing they are to take the time to explain your options. If 
someone rushes through the explanation or seems to not understand the options and how they might 
apply to your move, you should be a bit concerned. 

4. What is my delivery schedule?
You want the answer to be realistic.  For long-distance moves especially, it can be difficult to be precise 
to the exact day.  Most movers will ask for the option of a couple days for the delivery period.  Beware of 
anyone who offers dates that seem just a bit too good too be true.   

5. Does your company do any repeat work for businesses in the area?
Lots of people will ask a moving company for references of individuals who have used their services, but 
let's face it – what mover is going to give you a BAD reference? However, if the moving company does a 
lot of repeat relocation work for a particular business, it is a good sign they do quality work consistently. 

6. How will you handle (�ll in the blank)?
If you are moving a treasured heirloom or a large, cumbersome object like a piano, find out how it will 
be moved. Again, this is another test of the moving consultant’s knowledge, as well as a test of how you 
can expect to be treated. If they take the time to give you a thoughtful and complete answer, chances 
are good this is a company that cares about the customer and their possessions. 

7. The last question is for you, the one who’s moving: Is the sales representative telling 
you what you want to hear? 
You probably do not want to work with someone who disagrees with everything you say, but sometimes 
the moving consultant may make a suggestion that is different than your thinking. Did what they say 
make sense? If it did, it's a good sign the salesperson is looking out for your interests. 

After you meet all the applicants, compare notes between the moving consultants you meet.  Don't let 
price be your only guide; in fact, a much lower price may indicate that something was missed in the 
assessment, or indicate you'll get hit with additional charges later. Follow-up after the ‘in-home estimate’ 
is also important.  

Finally, which moving consultant worked the hardest for your business?  


